
Harriet: 
The Movie 

Reginald F. Lewis Teacher 
PD

November 2, 2019
Abeer Shinnawi 

https://tinyurl.com/rfltubmanpd19



Let’s Talk…

• What are your experiences teaching controversial 
issues (good and bad!)?

• What are the benefits? Roadblocks?
• Why do some teachers avoid teaching these 

issues? 



After today’s session, educators will be able 
to:

the 5 principles of teaching slavery in the classroomIdentify

truths/myths about  Harriet TubmanExplain

lesson plan from the provided curriculum guideAnalyze

ideas for lesson(s) using curriculum guide Discuss



C3-The Inquiry Arc 

Inquiry is a process of evidence-
based discovery: 
• Developing questions/planning 

inquiries
• Applying disciplinary tools
• Evaluating sources and using 

evidence.
• Communicating conclusions and 

taking informed action.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is where we summarize the C3 Inquiry Arc processes. 



Slavery is a fundamental part 
of United States history. Just as 

history instruction begins in 
elementary school, so too 

should learning about slavery.
By waiting until high school to 
study this hard history, we do 

students a disservice that 
hamstrings their ability to 
understand both American 
history and current events.



5
Guided Principles to teaching about 

slavery in the classroom



Be ready to talk about race…..

It is impossible to teach about slavery without talking about race, 
racism and white supremacy―something that makes many teachers, 
particularly white teachers, uncomfortable. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But talking about race, especially encouraging students to understand it as a social construction rather than a biological fact, can be an opportunity to have productive and thoughtful conversations among students, if properly structured.First, teachers should take some time to consider their own identities and the way that those identities structure how they see the world. Teachers should also consider the makeup of their classroom and develop fluency with culturally sustaining pedagogical strategies that recognize and draw upon students’ identities as assets for learning. 



Teach about commonalities…

When teaching about other eras and cultures, it is important to focus 
on similarities with students’ lives first before moving to discuss 
differences.
Learning about “cultural universals” such as art forms, group rules, 
social organization, basic needs, language and celebrations helps 
students to recognize that people are bound together by similarities 
regardless of group membership.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When students appreciate commonalities, they are also less likely to express fear or stereotypes about members of other groupsThis approach also helps students to build empathy, an essential skill for social and emotional development.Students might examine stories about children in other communities, children living in slavery or the cultural practices of enslaved people to find similarities with their own experiences.



Center the stories of enslaved people…

• One mistake that teachers sometimes make is to begin by discussing 
the evils of slavery. This subtly communicates that enslaved people 
lacked agency and culture.

• Instead, start by learning about the diversity of African kingdoms and 
Native nations, including their intellectual and cultural traditions.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Focusing on specific nations (for example, the Benin Empire or the Onondaga Nation) will give depth and specificity to these discussions.Students should learn that people were doctors, teachers, artists and community leaders before they were enslaved. This approach begins by focusing on the strengths and humanity of people who were enslaved. Once discussing slavery, students should center the humanity of enslaved people by exploring sources that speak to the diverse experiences of enslaved people from their own perspectives and in the words of their descendants. 



Embed civics education…

• When students learn about the history of American slavery, they have 
ample opportunities to explore the many dimensions of civics.

• First, students should consider the nature of power and authority. 
They should describe what it means to have power and identify ways 
that people use power to help, harm and influence situations.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Beginning with examples from their classroom, families and communities, students can examine how power is gained, used and justified. Teachers should ask students what makes authority legitimate. As they learn more about the history of slavery, students should begin to understand the layers of U.S. government (local, state, tribal and national) and the idea that rules can change from place to place. Finally, the study of American slavery creates opportunities to learn about activism and action civics. Students should study examples and role models from the past and present, and ask themselves: “How can I make a difference?”



Teach about conflict and change…

• The history of American slavery is a story of terrible oppression; at 
the same time, it is also a story of incredible resistance and resilience.

• Students should learn that enslaved people wanted to be free, and 
that while some did escape, it was extraordinarily difficult.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teachers should be careful to show students that enslaved people resisted in other ways, such as learning to read colonial languages or by developing ceremonies like “jumping the broom” when marriage was forbidden. Students should know that slavery was widespread and not, as commonly thought, restricted to people of African descent or contained in the South.They should also know that many people did not agree with slavery and wanted to end it. These conversations should lead into discussions about current injustices―particularly those that continue to disenfranchise and oppress the descendants of enslaved people―and possibilities for activism and reform.



How well do we know Harriet Tubman?



Truth or Myth?

Harriet Tubman rescued 300 people in 19 trips.

She rescued about 70 people – family and 
friends – during approximately 13 trips to 

Maryland.

Larson, Kate: Bound for the Promised Land: Harriet Tubman, Portrait of an American Hero: 
http://www.harriettubmanbiography.com/

http://www.harriettubmanbiography.com/


Truth or Myth?

Harriet Tubman had a $40,000 "dead or alive" bounty 
on her head.

The only reward for Tubman’s capture is in the 
October 3, 1849 advertisement for the return of 
“Minty” and her brothers “Ben” and “Harry,” in which 
their mistress, Eliza Brodess, offered $100 for each of 
them if caught outside of Maryland.

Larson, Kate: Bound for the Promised Land: Harriet Tubman, Portrait of an American Hero: 
http://www.harriettubmanbiography.com/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
o put this in perspective, the US government offered $50,000 for the capture of John Wilkes Booth, who murdered President Lincoln in 1865. $40,000 is equivalent to several million today, and for that, she would have been captured, and every newspaper in the nation would have posted that advertisement.

http://www.harriettubmanbiography.com/


Truth or Myth?
Harriet Tubman rescued people from all over 
the south.

Tubman returned only to Maryland to bring away 
loved ones – family and friends she could not live 
without and whom she could trust. It was too 
dangerous for her to go places where she did not 
know people or the landscape.

Larson, Kate: Bound for the Promised Land: Harriet Tubman, Portrait of an American Hero: 
http://www.harriettubmanbiography.com/

http://www.harriettubmanbiography.com/


Truth or Myth?

Harriet Tubman used the quilt code to 
follow the Underground Railroad.

Harriet Tubman never used the quilt code 
because the quilt code is a myth.

Larson, Kate: Bound for the Promised Land: Harriet Tubman, Portrait of an American Hero: 
http://www.harriettubmanbiography.com/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tubman used various methods and paths to escape slavery and to go back and rescue others.  She relied on trustworthy people, black and white, who hid her, told her which way to go, and told her who else she could trust. She used disguises; she walked, rode horses and wagons; sailed on boats; and rode on real trains.  She used certain songs to indicate danger or safety. She used letters, written for her by someone else, to trusted individuals like Jacob Jackson, and she used direct communication with people. She bribed people. She followed rivers that snaked northward. She used the stars and other natural phenomenon to lead her north. 

http://www.harriettubmanbiography.com/


Truth or Myth?

Harriet Tubman carried a rifle on her UGRR 
rescue missions.

Harriet Tubman carried a small pistol with 
her on her rescue missions, mostly for 
protection from slave catchers.

Larson, Kate: Bound for the Promised Land: Harriet Tubman, Portrait of an American Hero: 
http://www.harriettubmanbiography.com/

http://www.harriettubmanbiography.com/


Truth or Myth?
Harriet Tubman stated: I freed a thousand slaves. I 
could have freed a thousand more if only they 
knew they were slaves.

There is no original quote for this. This quote was 
entirely made up,and became popularized 
starting sometime in the 1990s. There is no 
documentation, nor historical basis for this quote.
Larson, Kate: Bound for the Promised Land: Harriet Tubman, Portrait of an American Hero: 
http://www.harriettubmanbiography.com/

http://www.harriettubmanbiography.com/


Presenter
Presentation Notes
-Runaway advertisement for Peter Pennington, who fled with Tubman's help in November 1856 with friends Joe and Bill Bailey and Eliza Manokey.  They all successfully made it to freedom.-Auction advertisement for the pending sale of Tubman's niece Kessiah Jolley Bowley.  The sale was canceled, enabling Kessiah's husband John to coordinate Kessiah's rescue with Tubman's help.  They successful saved Kessiah and her two children, James Alfred and baby Araminta in December 1850. The Bowley's settled in Chatham, Ontario, Canada.



We must think about what her story tells us about 
our history, 
our heritage

and 
our national identity. 



See-Wonder-Think

• SEE: Project an image or object to 
students. Have them closely 
examine it without making 
inferences.

• WONDER: Students generate a list 
of questions about the stimuli.

• THINK: Students connect what 
they know to their questions to 
construct inferences.



See—Wonder—Think….






Lesson 4: 
DEFYING AN UNJUST LAW IN THE NAME OF JUSTICE

1.  Students will examine multiple historical perspectives that surrounded 
the issue of slavery in order to understand that some laws are unjust and 
world-changers must sometimes challenge or defy laws for compelling 
reasons. 
2. Students will analyze and synthesize social studies sources to select a 
topic about unjust laws that people have fought against—they will write a 
persuasive essay about this topic. 
3. Students will learn how to present their project to the class using 
images, informational texts, and PowerPoint (or other types of digital 
presentation programs for older students). Use your knowledge of your 
students’ grade level and ability to use technology in a presentation.



Civic Action Research: 

Harriet Tubman Padlet 

https://padlet.com/ashinnawi/tubman




IT’S 
YOUR 
TURN!



Lesson Planning 
Session:
--Pick a partner or 
group
--Select a lesson from 
the guide
--Answer the questions 
and be prepared to 
share with the group. 

• How would you modify the 
lesson?

• What issues would you 
encounter trying to teach the 
lesson?

• What is missing from the 
lesson?  

• How can you amplify for your 
advanced learners? 



Reginald F. Lewis Lesson Plans:

Lesson 12: Paths to Freedom
Lesson 15: Harriet Tubman: A Woman of Bravery
Lesson 16: Harriet Tubman: A Journey to Freedom
Lesson 19: African American Survival and Responses to Slavery
Lesson 20: Traveling Underground Railroad Routes Along the 

Mason-Dixon Line
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